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CHALLENGES IN HIGHER EDUCATION IN UKRAINE IN THE CONTEXT  

OF MILITARY ACTION 

The war has significantly complicated the learning process and exacerbated the 

problems of the national higher education system. Higher education institutions have 

been forced to quickly adapt to extreme conditions, including security risks, 

infrastructure destruction, mass internal and external migration of students and 

teachers, and profound psychological stress. It is now necessary to assess the strategic 

and long-term consequences of these forced changes. 

The following problems faced by the higher education system are, firstly, the 

transition to distance learning. The World Bank's review “Education: The Impact of 

War in Ukraine” provides a comprehensive analysis of this problem, drawing attention 

to the negative consequences in the form of a loss of live communication between 

students and teachers, a decline in learning outcomes compared to the lowest 

indicators in Europe, and statistics on displaced persons and the destruction of 

universities and schools. The review is interesting in that it provides ways to solve 

problems with the help of the World Bank [4]. Secondly, according to research by O. 
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Nalyvaiko, the number of academic integrity violations has increased significantly in 

Ukraine. In his study, the author presents the results of a sociological survey of higher 

education students on compliance with academic integrity rules when performing 

various types of tasks and analyses how often teachers use plagiarism detection 

software or artificial intelligence to check students' work [2]. 

Thirdly, psychologists have recorded extreme levels of stress and anxiety among 

students and teachers, which significantly complicates adaptation to the educational 

process and leads to increased learning losses. Research by O. Yu. Ovcharenko shows 

the results of a survey of students about their anxiety levels before and after the war. 

According to the survey, the level increased by 31.5%[3]. It is also necessary to pay 

attention to the psycho-emotional state of teachers, the deterioration of which has a 

significant impact on learning outcomes. 

Fourthly, we are currently experiencing staff losses, as more and more teachers 

and students are emigrating and adapting to new countries without considering 

returning to Ukraine; many teachers have taken up arms to defend Ukraine. Denys 

Kurbatov, Deputy Minister of Education and Science of Ukraine, states that “At the 

moment, we are seeing staff losses of approximately 20%. This applies to scientists 

who have either moved abroad or switched to other professions. However, 80% of 

researchers remain in Ukraine and continue to work in these difficult conditions” [4].  

Fifthly, it is necessary to take into account the physical and financial problems of 

higher education. Direct damage to Ukraine's educational infrastructure as a result of 

the aggression is estimated at $13.4 billion [5], damage to research infrastructure is 

30% [4], and this percentage continues to rise. 

Higher education faces many challenges ahead, including the need to reorient 

educational programmes towards the areas that will be needed to rebuild the country; 

the integration of veterans into the educational process with the aim of providing 

educational services or retraining; the integration of higher education institutions into 

the European space and analysis of the reforms that need to be carried out for this 

purpose; the creation of programmes for the psycho-emotional recovery of students 
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and teachers; the revision of teachers' salaries and the creation of conditions for the 

return of those who have left the country.  
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