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CHALLENGES FACED BY FOREIGN LANGUAGES TEACHERS IN 

WORKING WITH STUDENTS OF TECHNICAL SPECIALTIES DURING 

DISTANCE LEARNING 

Summary У роботі розглянуто основні виклики, що постали перед викладачами 

іноземних мов у роботі зі студентами технічних спеціальностей, що передбачають 

пряму взаємодію викладача та здобувачів вищої освіти, у зв'язку із впровадженням 

дистанційної освіти та шляхи їх подолання. Масштабне впровадження інноваційних 

технологій отримало новий поштовх у розвитку освітніх інструментів, а з іншого – 

такий тип навчання виявив його основні проблеми і недоліки. Середовище дистанційного 

навчання Moodle є одним з тих, що активно використовується закладами вищої освіти 

та покликано вирішити цю нагальну проблему. Але важко відслідковувати діяльність 

студентів під час онлайн-занять, особливо коли ситуація ускладнена постійними 

перепонами в спілкуванні та нестабільністю підключення до Інтернету, великою 

кількістю файлів з навчальними матеріалами або технічними проблемами з 

комп’ютерами.  

Key words: дистанційне навчання, Moodle, освітній портал університету, мета, 

завдання дисципліни «Іноземна мова за професійним спрямуванням», самоосвіта. 

 

Nowadays the modern society has set a new global task for the higher 

education institutions of all countries - the need to ensure access to higher 

education for increasingly broad spheres of society, since for any country the 

degree of its economic, technological development, the well-being of society is 

proportional to the average level of knowledge, abilities, skills and qualifications 

of its active population.  

As it is known people with high qualifications are better adapted to possible 

changes in the job profile, are less vulnerable in cases of its loss, are able to update 

and improve the level of their knowledge and skills. Modern society needs mass, 

mailto:iryna.kryvonos@tsatu.edu.ua
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high-quality education that can meet the demands of consumers and producers of 

material and spiritual goods [3]. 

Today, there are many approaches to defining the concept of “distance 

learning”. This concept was formulated by such scientists as M. Thompson, 

M. Moore, A. Clark, and D. Keegan.  

Distance Learning (Distance Education) is a form of organization of the 

educational process, the basis of which is the independent work of a studying 

person. This makes it possible to study at a time convenient for a person and in a 

place far from the teacher (therefore distance). In other words, distance learning 

involves such an organization of the educational process, when the student studies 

independently according to the program developed by the teacher and is distant 

from him in space and time, but can conduct a dialogue with him using 

telecommunication means [5]. 

Seminars in distance learning are an active form of training. They are 

conducted with the help of video ZOOM conferences. They make it possible to 

enter the discussion at any moment of its development, to go back a few steps, 

reviewing the previous speeches. 

The teacher can assess the assimilation of the material by the degree of the 

participant activity in the discussion. The number of interactions between students 

increases, and the teacher acts as an equal partner [1, c.9-10]. 

Consultations in distance learning are one of the managing students' work 

forms and providing them with assistance in independent study of the discipline. 

For this purpose, e-mail, video conferences, as well as conventional means of 

communication (telephone, social networks, E-mail) are used. Control is a check of 

the results of the student's theoretical and practical assimilation of the educational 

material. In distance learning, test control justified itself. The tests are well suited 

for self-monitoring and are very useful for individual studies [1, c.14-15]. The 

distance learning system consists of a set of software, methodological and 

organizational measures that allows to create individual and group courses for 

different specialties. To date, the most popular service in our country, the system 
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with the largest number of users and developers is the distance learning 

environment Moodle. The Moodle system is focused on cooperation and 

interaction between the teacher and a student during the classroom and 

extracurricular activities for the joint implementation of educational tasks. The 

large-scale implementation of this system in the educational process of TSATU 

began in 2014-2015 [2]. The users can configure the platform in any way, but 

TSATU disciplines work using has basically one template. It includes: a brief 

introduction to the topic, course syllabus, lecture materials, tests, practical and 

laboratory tasks, control tests and final tests [4, c.5-6]. 

The course «English for specific purposes» aims to provide knowledge of 

subject, procedural and emotional-value components and is created on the basis of 

mastering a foreign language in the context of an intercultural paradigm. The 

course provides for the formation of professional language competences in higher 

education students, which will contribute to their effective functioning in 

professional and scientific environments. The specified discipline is an integral 

part of the professional training of a modern specialist and emphasizes the 

importance of knowledge of a foreign language in a professional direction for 

research work. 

But, as mentioned above, due to the reduction of classroom hours, the 

introduction of a dual system of education and the need for students to work and 

study, not all students have enough time to master so necessary subjects for future 

specialists. Therefore, the teachers of the Department of Foreign Languages of 

TSATU have developed the courses for students self-study work on the Moodle. 

The general situation with the digital educational environment forced teachers to 

give a new format to traditional professional skills and competencies, quickly 

master methodological techniques and practical material without testing it in 

advance, checking and correcting it. Most teachers had to work on the computer 

for more than six hours a day, and as a result, the extra hours spent preparing 

teaching materials turned into endless working hours. During the war time in 

Ukraine after the last months of the distance learning, teachers have faced a huge 
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number of problems that have significantly complicated their work. Firstly, it is 

difficult to monitor the activities of students during online lessons (55%), 

especially when things are complicated by constant communication failures and 

unstable Internet connections (30%) in occupied territories, a great amount of files 

with educational materials (15%) or technical problems with computers (5%). 

Moreover, most teachers suffer from an overabundance of communication and the 

need to be in touch (all results were gained in the survey among the teachers of the 

Department of Foreign Languages). 

So, it can be concluded that distance education expands and renews the role 

of the teacher, makes him a mentor-consultant who must coordinate the cognitive 

process, constantly improve those courses which he teaches both remotely and 

online, to increase creative activity and qualification according to innovations. 

Thanks to modern systems, the educational process can be organized qualitatively, 

meaningfully, and interestingly. 
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