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INTERNATIONALIZATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN UKRAINE.
PRECONDITIONS, CURRENT STATE, CHALLENGES

Summary. The problems of internationalization of Ukrainian education,
especially the development of the educational services market, are characterized.
The priority measures of the state policy aimed at the effective realization of the
educational potential of Ukraine in the context of the internationalization of the
educational system are identified.

Key words: higher education, internationalization, relationship
development.

Formulation of the problem. The purposeful deployment of the process
of internationalization of higher education in the world has been going on for
more than a quarter of a century. During this time, the understanding of its goals,
priorities, mechanisms and tools for implementation, practical consequences and
expected results has changed significantly. In recent years, the
internationalization of higher education at the global level has been increasingly
perceived as a kind of «locomotive» for the development of not only education,
but also the whole society, as an effective tool for increasing their leadership
potential.

Analysis of recent research and publications. The internationalization of
education puts on the agenda the problem of training qualified personnel and
finding mechanisms to improve the quality and efficiency of Ukraine’s education
sector. According to the World Bank, the average values of the Knowledge
Economy Index (5.73) and the Knowledge Index (6.33), as well as a fairly high
Education and Knowledge Index (8.26), indicate that Ukraine has a certain
number of universities, research institutions, and professional staff that can
perform at a fairly high level. Thus, Ukraine has sufficient educational
opportunities for international cooperation in education and science [1].
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In today’s world, the internationalization of education is becoming an
urgent need for higher education institutions (HEIs), which is closely related to
the problem of improving its quality. The level of quality is determined by
international educational rankings. The President of Ukraine has set a goal for 3-
5 domestic universities to be among the world’s leading universities according to
international rankings. Systematic efforts are needed from both universities and
the government to create a certain number of globally competitive universities in
the country. Nevertheless, according to the QS World University Rankings, four
Ukrainian universities were ranked among the best universities in the world in
2013 [2].

Experts note the good potential of Ukrainian universities and point out the
weaknesses of domestic universities — the citation index, academic reputation and
level of internationalization. It is necessary to teach foreign students more
actively, and this requires more active teaching in English [3].

Formulation of the objectives of the article. To study the current state of
integration of Ukraine’s educational systems into the world and European space.

Presentation of the main research material. One of the defining features
of the modern world is its extraordinary dynamism, complexity and the growing
interdependence of all the transformational processes taking place in it. Under
such conditions, there is a growing need to strengthen partnerships and
coordinate actions at the national, regional and international levels to ensure the
quality and sustainability of higher education systems around the world. It is in
response to this need for integrative transformation of higher education that its
internationalization has begun and continues to develop intensively.

However, internationalization is not only a response to the needs of higher
education development, but also to the needs of international economic, social,
political and cultural integration that is growing in the context of globalization.
It is also a response to the challenges of global problems of our time, which can
be solved only through joint efforts of the international community on the basis
of productive international cooperation, which requires the formation of modern
global thinking, global responsibility, the ability to live together, and the system
of global and intercultural competence in the younger generation.

International cooperation is now considered to be one of the main
indicators of quality in education and science and, at the same time, one of the
main tools for its maintenance and improvement. Therefore, almost all higher
education institutions (HEIs) in all countries around the world are involved in

451



international activities and seek to expand them, while demonstrating differences
in understanding its values, goals, objectives and means. Internationalization has
largely ceased to be a marginal, incidental, or specialized activity and has become
a more centralized, carefully organized, and thoughtful component of
institutional action, and universities around the world are moving from a reactive
to a proactive stance in this regard.

The indicators of such changes are:

- development of new international networks and associations;

- an iIncrease in the number of students, teachers and researchers
participating in academic mobility programs;

- increasing the number of courses, programs and qualifications that focus
on comparative and international topics;

- greater emphasis on the development of international/intercultural and
global competencies;

- a stronger interest in international topics and collaborative research;

- a growing number of cross-border delivery of academic programs;

- Increased extracurricular activities with international or multicultural
components on campus;

- stimulating the attraction of international students;

- increasing the number of joint or double degrees;

- expansion of partnerships, franchising, offshore branches;

- creation of new national, regional and international organizations;

- new regional and national government policies and programs to support
academic mobility and other internationalization initiatives.

Globalization is widely recognized as the most important contextual factor
shaping the internationalization of higher education (HE). In the field of higher
education, globalization has led to increased mobility of ideas, students and
academic staff, and increased opportunities for collaboration and global
knowledge dissemination. It has also introduced new goals, activities and actors
involved in internationalization.

UNESCO’s founding document «Higher Education in a Globalized
Society» identifies four key aspects of globalization that directly affect higher
education and its international character

- The growing importance of the knowledge society/knowledge economy;

- development of new trade agreements covering, among other things, trade
in educational services;
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- innovations in the field of information and communication technologies;

- the growing role of the market and market economy.

These aspects, in turn, play the role of catalysts for new phenomena in
higher education, including

- Emergence of new education providers such as multinational companies,
corporate universities and media corporations;

- new forms of education, including distance, virtual and direct education,
provided by private companies, among others;

- greater diversification of qualifications and certificates of education;

- greater mobility of learners, programs, providers and projects across
national borders;

- an emphasis on lifelong learning, which in turn leads to an increase in
demand for post-secondary education;

- increased private investment in higher education services.

All of these phenomena have significant implications for higher education,
in terms of quality, access, diversity, and funding. But simply stating its
relationship with globalization is not enough to develop an effective THE
strategy. It is necessary to take into account that globalization is a complex,
multidimensional and ambiguous process. Accordingly, the impact of
globalization on the internationalization of higher education i1s multidimensional
and ambiguous.

Globalization leads to new challenges at a time when states are no longer
the sole provider of higher education, and the academic community no longer has
a monopoly on decision-making in education.

New challenges include issues related to:

- access, equity, funding and quality of education;

- national sovereignty, cultural diversity, poverty and sustainable
development;

- the emergence of international providers willing to trade in educational
services, which brings education into the sphere of market relations and can
significantly affect the state’s ability to regulate higher education within the
framework of the adopted state policy. Reducing the state’s ability to set policy
can seriously disadvantage weaker and poorer countries and benefit more
prosperous countries.

The main challenges to higher education from globalization include

- commodification, associated with the transformation of knowledge and
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education into an international commodity;

- commercialization as a focus on maximizing profits from the sale of
educational goods;

- decrease in the quality of higher education due to its massification;

- the emergence of dishonest providers focused solely on profit;

- opportunities for fraudulent and low-quality higher education providers;

- Americanization, as leadership in higher education belongs to developed
Western countries, among which the United States retains the lead.

Thus, IWE in the global context unfolds in the range of global cooperation
and global competition, where the latter is gaining importance. Hence, IWE, as a
response to the challenges of globalization, had to significantly strengthen the
competitiveness of national education systems in the global market of educational
services. Therefore, at the initial stage of globalization, the attention of theorists
and practitioners was focused primarily on more active and targeted involvement
of foreign students and researchers in educational institutions, and increasing
academic mobility became the first priority of internationalization of university
education.

IWE is manifested not only at the global but also at the regional level. Not
only in Europe, but also in other regions of the world - Latin America, Africa,
Asia and the Pacific - there is integration and harmonization of higher education
systems on the basis of internationalization. The leaders here are Qatar,
Singapore, the United Arab Emirates, and other countries that have consciously
chosen internationalization as part of their national policy: they have already
invited prestigious foreign universities to open campuses in their countries. But
for the poorest countries in the world, where higher education institutions lack
sufficient resources, access to internationalization is significantly limited.
Inequalities between the higher education systems of different countries, as well
as between countries themselves, have been increasing in recent decades. African
universities, for example, rarely appear in rankings and league tables; their
contribution to world science is measured in modest percentages.”

The main difference between IWE at the global and regional levels is that
globalization is mainly an external force that is not subject to control by national
governments, while regionalization, while retaining the importance of an external
framework condition, is already under greater control of governments and,
especially, regional intergovernmental organizations.
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Since Ukraine belongs to the European region and is one of the 47 countries
participating in the Bologna Process (BP), let us consider the European context
of the development of the IIE in more detail.

European countries have their own specific prerequisites for IWE. When
realizing the importance of the requirements of globalization, the requirement of
European integration, actualized by the formation of the European Union, comes
to the fore. It was the goal of building a single European Higher Education Area
(EHEA) that became the defining one in the Bologna Declaration of 1999.

Internationalization, as a factor of European integration of higher
education, was aimed at making the structures of higher education in Europe
more compatible and comparable, qualifications and diplomas would be
recognized in all EU countries, which would support large-scale student and
labor mobility, and would contribute to the Europeanization of higher education
to improve its quality and translate European values through it.

The European region, as a result of the EaP, has demonstrated the greatest
success in developing a coherent educational policy at the regional and
international levels, which has become an effective mechanism for combining
the efforts of national higher education systems to address common problems of
higher education itself and, through it, social problems, both those that go beyond
the borders of one country and those of a national scale. In the EU countries, most
of which are members of the EaP, a coherent higher education policy is being
implemented, based on a number of coordinated (in terms of goals, principles,
expected results) regulations — conventions, declarations, intergovernmental
recommendations, communiqués of the meeting of education ministers, etc. —
which together form the necessary basis for integration processes.

Conclusions. The paper presents the conceptual principles of developing a
strategy and a model for self-assessment of the degree of comprehensive and
integrative internationalization of higher education institutions. The latter should
be developed as a component of strategic planning, take into account institutional
culture and capabilities, and include both quantitative and qualitative indicators
that would allow to assess the dynamics of integrating internationalization into
institutional leadership and the quality of achievements.

Internationalization can become the most important resource for the
development of universities, their academic, cultural and humanitarian potential,
and thus for the development of the country - its human capital, intellectual,
scientific, economic, political, social and cultural potential, if the process of
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internationalization of higher education is effectively managed and strategically
directed, constantly under the close control of all stakeholders in the educational
process.
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I'aBpuiienko E., Manyaesuu O., AHToHOBa I'. IHTepHanionamizauis
BMIIOI OCBiTH B YKpaiHi. [lepenymMmoBH, Cy4acHUil CTaH, BUKJINKH

Anomauyia.  Oxapaxmepuzoeano  npoodiemu  iHmMmepHayioHanizayii
VKPAiHCbKOI ocsimu, nepeodycim, po36umK)y puHKy oceimuix nocaye. Buznauero
nepuloyepeosi 3axo00u 0epAHcaAsHOi NOJNIMUKU, CHPAMOBAHI HA eheKmusHy
peanizayiro 0C8imHb020 NOmenyiany YKkpainu 6 Konmexcmi iHmepHayioHatizayil
OCBIMHbOI CUCTNEMU.

Knwuoei cnosa: esuwa oceima, immepHayioHanizayis, po36UMOK
CMOCYHKIB.
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