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Export potential of Ukrainian buckwheat to European union countries 

 

During the marketing season, there is a notable trend towards increased export 

shipments of buckwheat, driven by existing demand, resulting from Ukrainian 

migration patterns. Predominantly, these exports are directed towards the markets of 

Germany, Poland, and the Netherlands. Despite a reduction in sown areas due to the 

full-scale Russian invasion, the imperative to maintain a current level of 

competitiveness of buckwheat in the European Union markets persists. 

This study aims to examine the export potential of Ukrainian buckwheat to 

European Union countries. The analysis utilizes the Harmonized System Code of the 

World Customs Organization from 2012: HS Code 10081000 - Buckwheat. Market 

size is determined through indicators reflecting the value of exports to EU countries, 

trade balance, and market growth over the past five years. 

Given the constrained conditions for product export due to restricted sea routes 

and the Ukrainian-Polish border blockade, farmers must delineate a more promising 

business model. This model encompasses the choice of export destination, trade type 

(wholesale or retail), order volume, market potential, level of competition, and 

potential product adaptation. 

Food wholesale trade displays substantial concentration in countries with higher 

consumer potential. Over the past five years, the bulk of trade income in food, 

beverages, and tobacco products has been concentrated in key countries: Germany 

(13.8 thousand enterprises with a turnover of €245.4 million), Spain (40.0 thousand 

enterprises with a turnover of €132.8 million), Italy (with a sales turnover of €177.2 

million), France (19.9 thousand enterprises with a turnover of €108.9 million), and the 

Netherlands (11.6 thousand enterprises with a turnover of €107.0 million). 

In 2023, the external export potential of buckwheat for Ukraine presented itself 

with promising figures: Italy amounted to $114,000, Poland to $109,000, the Czech 

Republic to $78,000, and France to $61,000. Despite the considerable presence of 

Ukrainian migrants in Germany and the Netherlands, the buckwheat markets in these 

nations are nearly saturated. For instance, while Germany's buckwheat exports total 

$55,000, the feasible export potential for Ukraine stands merely at $32,000. 

Analysis reveals that buckwheat imports to European Union countries constitute 

$65 million, representing 54.7% of global imports. Notable importers within the EU 

include Germany, Spain, Italy, the Netherlands, and Belgium, accounting for a 

collective import of $471 million or 64% of EU countries' total. Interestingly, despite 

their import potential for Ukrainian manufacturers, France and Poland maintain 

positive trade balances, indicating significant market competition. As such, these 

countries may not be conducive for Ukrainian enterprises lacking export sales 

experience. Consequently, Italy emerges as the prime candidate for Ukrainian 

buckwheat exportation. 



ІІ Міжнародна науково-практична конференція «Глобалізація та розвиток інноваційних систем: 
тенденції, виклики, перспективи» 14-15 березня 2024 року 

18 

The external buckwheat market in Italy exhibits distinct characteristics. Italian 

imports represent 6% of global buckwheat imports, ranking the country 4th worldwide. 

In 2022, buckwheat imports cost $74.9 million, with a notable 20% growth from 2018 

to 2022. Italy holds a negative buckwheat trade balance of $66.3 million, with an 

import price averaging $0.59/kg. Notably, the United States supplies buckwheat at a 

maximum price of $6.37/kg, while Serbia and Hungary offer it at a minimum of 

$0.22/kg and $0.29/kg, respectively. Italy boasts a low market concentration of 9%, 

allowing for easy market entry and flexible cooperation terms. 

The primary importers of buckwheat into Italy include Greece (16%), France 

(15.8%), Poland (10.9%), and Germany (9.9%), collectively constituting 52% of the 

country's total buckwheat imports. Conversely, Italy predominantly exports buckwheat 

to France (32.7%), the Netherlands (8.7%), and Spain (8.3%), representing 49.7% of 

its total exports. 

In conclusion, Italy stands out as the most favorable buckwheat market for 

Ukrainian producers, offering low competition levels, a negative trade balance, market 

growth in terms of value, and zero tariff rates for Ukraine.  
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